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Synopsis

Essays on Karl Jaspers, Rosa Luxemburg, Pope John XXIll, Isak Dinesen, Bertolt Brecht, Randall

Jarrell, and others whose lives and work illuminated the early part of the century. Index.
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Customer Reviews

A book of short essays spanning persons and principles from a broad landscape, this is Arendt at
her most accessible. The language here, while familiar, is different, sometimes even poetic. The
freedom afforded by the nature of the book itself unleashes Arendt to probably her most facile use
of English, unburdened by her native language German constructions which sometimes has forced
readers of her other works to revive the sixth grade lost skill of diagraming sentences to properly
attach the many predicates to the many subjects found in a single sentence spanning entire long
paragraphs. None of that here. Learned, accessible and illuminating, Men in Dark Times is a unique
and extremely rewarding opportunity to come close, even personal, with one of the three or four of

the 20th century’s most profound, utterly brilliant, minds. A great treasure.



Clear and bold thinking characterizes the essays in this book. Even when | was not familiar with the
person Arendt was highlighting, | emerged from the chapter wiser than when | started. In particular, |
found the essay on Bertolt Brecht to be valuable. | feel that through this book | am increasing my

understanding of how to support a moral vision in a very complicated world.

Hannah Arendt’ essays on human behavior in the dark times of the world and of the soul are

iluminating and in all senses of the world. Her "men" include women, I'm so glad I've read it.

Passionate thinking, and historical perspectives on a swath of European and American history.

Her perspective on Berthold Brecht is unlike anyone else | have read. And | learned about several

other 20th century authors which | had not been interested in before.

| was particularly looking for the essay on Pope John 23rd. It was extraordinary that she chose him

andnow it is timely as he is about to be canonized by the church

a really valuable book on the literary and political figures in the early 1900’s

A must read.
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